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I. Firm Background 
 
Dannible & McKee, LLP, Certified Public Accountants and Consultants, (the “Firm”) was 
established as a partnership in May 1978 by Anthony F. Dannible and Lance K. McKee.   
Since then, the Firm has grown to its present size of ninety professional and support personnel 
advising over 1,100 organizations on accounting, tax, profitability, and strategy solutions.  Our 
headquarters is located in Syracuse, New York with additional offices in Binghamton and Albany, 
and we are committed to serving our clients located in Upstate New York and across the United 
States. 
 
Dannible & McKee’s impressive growth has been the result of demonstrating to our clients that 
we have a continuing interest in their financial operations as financial advisors during the course 
of the year, as well as at the time of our audit and tax engagements.  Our clientele consists of a 
wide cross-section of the Upstate New York business community and represents a diversity of 
business enterprises for whom we are providing a broad range of financial and tax services.  
They range from construction companies to family-owned businesses to large closely-held 
companies, as well as nonprofit organizations, professional service firms and medical practices.  
In addition, we provide services to clients in a variety of other industries, including manufacturing 
and distribution, healthcare, printing and publishing, automobile dealerships, retail chains, 
architects/engineers and community banks.   
 
Our Firm is structured into separate departments for audit services and tax services similar to 
international firms.  We believe that this structure best allows our personnel to develop the 
knowledge and expertise needed in either audit or taxation to provide the best quality of service 
to our clients.  Within each department, our personnel focus on industry niches so they can  
bring even more specialized knowledge to their client engagements.  This technical expertise, 
combined with our hands-on approach, allows us to provide a level of service to our clients that 
is unmatched by smaller local firms or the larger international firms. 
 
 

II. Experience 
 
Dannible & McKee, LLP, Certified Public Accountants and Consultants has a long history of 
providing audit, tax and related services to a diversified group of nonprofit organizations.  We are 
proactive, not reactive, when it comes to providing professional accounting, tax and business 
consulting services to our clientele.  As one of the premier regional audit and tax consulting firms 
in Central New York, we believe it is our responsibility to work with you throughout the year to 
maximize the value provided to your organization.  In our experience, the most effective way to 
achieve this goal is to undertake proper planning on business and financial transactions before 
they occur to ensure that the financial objectives of the Northern New York Library Network. 
(herein collectively referred to as the “Organization” or “NNYLN”) are being met. 
 
Over the years, Dannible & McKee has helped a range of nonprofit organizations operate more 
efficiently and effectively.  Nonprofit organizations have unique accounting principles and board 
governance issues; we are well versed in these areas.   
 
We have focused our accounting practice on industry groups, and the expertise that we have 
developed is evidenced by the number of clients that have transitioned to Dannible & McKee 
from international and local accounting firms.  A listing of these clients is included in Appendix 
B, and we invite you to contact them to confirm the level of expertise provided by Dannible & 
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McKee as compared to their previous accountants.  In addition, we would also suggest that you 
contact other professionals with whom you work, such as your financial institutions and attorneys, 
and ask them about the expertise of Dannible & McKee. 
 
 

III. Audit/Review Approach 
 
Financial Statements 
 
Dannible & McKee’s approach to the audit/review of financial statements differentiates us from 
other accounting firms.  Our approach is “management-based,” as opposed to “risk-based,” 
which enables us to provide the proper degree of assurance on your financial statements while, 
at the same time, assisting management in properly managing the Organization.  Part of this 
process entails reviewing and analyzing the Organization’s financial statement structure and 
chart of accounts to provide for more meaningful internal and external financial reporting.  This 
will empower management to better evaluate NNYLN’s past financial performance to assist in 
making more informed decisions in the future.  Our technical strength and experience have made 
our Firm a recognized leader among firms in the area having the expertise to perform non-profit 
audits and reviews. 
 
Resource Dedication 
 
Our Firm of ninety professional and support personnel makes us one of the largest accounting 
firms in Upstate New York.  In addition to our twenty audit and tax partners, our Firm includes 
managers, seniors and staff that possess the depth of knowledge and experience required to 
provide the highest quality of accounting, auditing and tax services to our clients.  We invest in 
the most current and innovative technological resources needed to provide these services in a 
timely manner at a cost-effective price.  Most importantly, we will dedicate all of these resources 
to service the needs of the Organization.  As explained throughout this proposal, our partners 
will be actively involved in your services, and we will provide for a continuity of managers, seniors 
and staff on your accounting and tax engagements. 
 
As evidenced by our professional resumes in Appendix A, our team is actively involved in the 
community, in various charitable organizations and in the accounting profession.  
 
All Certified Public Accountants assigned to NNYLN will have met all of the continuing 
professional education requirements.  In addition, we will maintain continuity of our selected 
professionals throughout the engagement and on an annual basis. 
 
Our retention of staff has been excellent as we are also committed to providing our employees 
with every opportunity to develop professionally, while achieving work/home balance and quality 
of life.  In recent years, we have instituted a number of initiatives to help retain the experienced 
and qualified staff that the Firm has developed.  Our audit and tax managers and seniors are 
individuals with between three and twelve years of experience in public accounting.  The majority 
of these individuals began their accounting careers with the Firm after college and have been 
trained to provide the best quality service to our clients.   
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Technology 
 
Dannible & McKee is committed to maintaining the most current technology available to the 
accounting profession in order to provide efficient and professional services.  Today’s business 
environment demands that professional service providers be efficient and timely in their services.  
The Firm has devoted substantial resources to develop an automated office environment that is 
second to none.  Our hardware and software systems allow us to automate critical accounting 
functions, including transfer of trial balances, accounts receivable confirmations, cost summaries 
and analyses, mathematical tests, etc.  Our review process and documentation are 100 percent 
paperless. 
 
Responsiveness 
 
As part of our continued service throughout the year, we consider it an important responsibility 
to meet with our clients in order to provide timely input to financial decisions that are made on an 
ongoing basis.  Accordingly, the audit and tax partners will routinely meet with management to 
discuss current problems, to evaluate financial planning ideas that arise during the course of the 
year and to provide timely input on matters effecting the financial operations of the Organization.  
We believe that the highest caliber of service can be achieved only when the independent 
accountant has a thorough understanding of the client’s business and its environment and is 
aware of the client’s operations and current needs.   
 
We maintain communications with appropriate personnel throughout the year, and we issue 
financial and tax releases on important financial, accounting and tax matters as they arise.  We 
are always accessible by phone and email, and we do not charge our clients for phone calls or 
other routine consultations during the year.  We believe that open communication is necessary 
in order for us to provide the best service to you, and we do not want to discourage our clients 
from discussing important matters with us as they arise.  If matters do arise, we will bring them 
to management’s attention prior to discussion with the Board. 
 
Independence 
 
On an annual basis, our Firm complies with all relevant ethical requirements regarding 
independence.  All firm personnel are required to complete independence checklists to identify 
any possible independence issues with any clients, including, but not limited to, audits performed 
in accordance with government auditing standards issued by the Government Accountability 
Office and ERISA employee benefit plan audit engagements.  We are not aware of any areas or 
relationships that could affect our independence related to NNYLN. 
 
Quality Control 
 
Annually, Dannible & McKee performs an internal inspection of its audit department.  Under direct 
supervision of our Quality Control Partner, all accounting services are subject to review for 
adherence to professional standards.  We maintain a quality control document, which is reviewed 
with all personnel within the Firm.  At the conclusion of the internal inspection, our findings are 
reviewed with the partners and professionals, and appropriate action is taken where necessary. 
 
Every three years, the Firm undergoes a quality review audit that is performed by an outside 
independent accounting firm.  See Appendix C for our current peer review report. 
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IV. Related Services 
 
Tax Planning and Tax Compliance Services 
 
Our income tax services are directed towards tax strategies and tax planning rather than just tax 
compliance.  With extensive experience in both the for-profit and nonprofit sectors, we are 
committed to combining technical excellence with creative and proactive tax strategies, tax 
planning and tax compliance.  We pride ourselves in being proactive on all of our engagements, 
obtaining a thorough understanding of all aspects of your entity and the complexities within your 
specific industry and providing you with a handpicked team of professionals to work with you. 
 
Consulting Services 
 
Dannible & McKee has developed extensive expertise in many financial and income tax 
consulting areas that may be of future benefit to the Organization but would be considered work 
outside of the scope of the audit and preparation of the tax returns.  One of the specialized 
services that you may wish to utilize in the future is our expertise in forensic accounting. 
 
Our Firm has four Partners and a Manager that are Certified Fraud Examiners (CFEs), in  
addition to being Certified Public Accountants (CPAs).  A CFE is a specialist in the detection  
and deterrence of a wide variety of fraudulent conduct—from discovering employees who 
misappropriate company assets—to assisting investors who are defrauded in the course of 
commercial transactions.  Our CFEs review, design and implement proper internal control 
procedures to minimize the risk of loss.  They also conduct seminars on fraud prevention and 
detection to heighten awareness among Executive Directors and board members.  Several 
members of the Firm are also certified in Financial Forensics (CFF) through the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). 
 
Sharing Industry Updates 
 
The partners and senior managers of Dannible & McKee present various seminars and industry-
specific conferences every year to keep our clients informed of new accounting pronouncements 
and how they will be affected.  This also prompts our professionals to keep abreast of continuous 
technical changes.  Annually, we host a complimentary nonprofit conference to educate our 
clients and the community on the best practices to solve financial and operational issues facing 
the industry.  See the invitation from Dannible & McKee’s January 2019 Nonprofit Conference in 
Appendix D, as a sample of the educational programs we provide. 
 
Our Firm subscribes to various publications that keep us educated on the changing accounting 
environment.  Our team members also attend conferences, webinars and seminars that teach 
the practical implications of new accounting pronouncements.  In the semi-annual meetings with 
the Finance/Audit Committee, we would continue to address the relevant new standards for 
audit, accounting and taxation. 
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V. Engagement Team 
 

o Peggy J. Rowe, CPA, CFE, CBA - Lead Audit Partner 

o Charla A. Roth, CPA - Concurring Audit Partner 

o Shannon T. Forkin, CPA, CGMA - Tax Partner 
 
The team of professionals, who will conduct the Organization’s review, will be led by Peggy J. 
Rowe, CPA, CFE, CBA, an audit partner who has over twenty-five years of experience providing 
auditing and accounting services to her clients.  Peggy will take an active role in your 
engagement, including spending time in the field working with assigned personnel and meeting 
with management on any issues that may arise.  Charla A. Roth, CPA, an audit partner, will 
serve as the concurring partner on your engagement.  Charla has fifteen years’ experience 
overseeing audit and accounting services to both privately held and public companies.  Shannon 
T. Forkin, CPA, CGMA, a tax partner who has fourteen years of experience, will be in charge of 
and have an active role in overseeing the tax services provided to the Organization.   
 
 

VI. Proposed Fees 
 
Proposed fees for the above services are as follows: 
 

Audit of consolidated financial statements of 
Northern New York Library Network for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2020 $ 8,500 

Preparation of Internal Revenue Service Form 990 
for Northern New York Library Network for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2020 $ 1,500 

Review of financial statements of Northern New 
York Resource Corporation for the year ending 
December 31, 2020 $ 4,000 

Preparation of Internal Revenue Service Form 990 
and CHAR 500 for Northern New York Resource 
Corporation for the year ending December 31, 2020 $ 1,000 

 
Our fees for services rendered are based upon the number of hours incurred and an hourly rate, 
discounted for our non-profit clientele, established for each individual of the Firm.  The fees for 
the audit, review and tax services will be fixed fees at the amounts indicated above and are 
inclusive of all expenses for labor, travel, communications and other miscellaneous expenses 
incurred, as well as responses to inquiries regarding accounting regulations and reporting 
throughout the year.  We may incur additional hours in 2020 as we learn about NNYLN.  
Dannible & McKee does not bill its clients for such start-up time, as we view this time as 
our investment in establishing a long-term relationship with a new client.   
 
We believe that open communication is necessary to allow us to provide the best service to you, 
and we do not want to discourage our clients from discussing important matters with us as they 
arise.  If a routine consultation requires research or a larger consulting project is desired, we will 
discuss the scope of the potential services with you and agree upon an estimated fee before we 
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begin the work.  Fees charged for these projects will vary depending on the level of staff and 
number of hours required.  We will work with you to obtain a thorough understanding of the 
services you desire and utilize the appropriate personnel to most efficiently meet your needs.  
We typically bill for services as they are performed, however, we will work with the Organization 
on your preferred method of billing. 



 

 

    www.dmcpas.com 
 

Appendix A - Professional Resumes



 

 

    www.dmcpas.com 
 

Peggy J. Rowe 
  
 

Audit Partner 
P: 315.472.9127 x216 
Email: prowe@dmcpas.com 
 
Peggy J. Rowe, CPA, CFE, CBA, is an audit partner with the firm and has 
over twenty-five years’ experience overseeing audit, accounting and 
consulting services to a wide variety of organizations.  She specializes in 
working with not-for-profit corporations, financial services entities and 
employee benefit plans.  Peggy is a Certified Fraud Examiner and provides 
fraud detection and prevention services to our clientele.  Additionally, Peggy 
has earned the designation of Certified Bank Auditor offered through the 

Bank Administration Institute.   
 
Peggy graduated cum laude from Le Moyne College with a degree in accounting and is a Certified 
Public Accountant in New York State. 
 
Academic and Professional Credentials 

 Certified Public Accountant in New York State (CPA) 
 Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) 
 Certified Bank Auditor (CBA), earned through the Bank Administration Institute 
 Bachelor of Science in Accounting, cum laude, Le Moyne College, 1990 

Positions and Experience 

 Partner, Dannible & McKee, LLP 

Professional Affiliations 

 American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) 
 New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants (NYSSCPA) 
 Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE) 
 Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance (AFWA), Central New York Chapter 

Community Organizations 

 Food Bank of Central New York, Member, Board of Directors 
 Child Care Solutions, Past Treasurer, Chair of Fund Development 
 Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance (AFWA), Central New York Chapter, Past 

President 

Publications and Seminars 

 “Implementing the New Standards for NPO Financial Reporting and Revenue 
Recognition,” Dannible & McKee, LLP’s Annual Nonprofit Conference, January 2018 

 “Improvements to Not-for-Profit Financial Reporting,” Dannible & McKee, LLP’s Annual 
Nonprofit Conference, January 2017 

 “Nonprofit Revenue Recognition:  Why is This So Difficult,” Dannible & McKee, LLP’s 
Annual Nonprofit Conference, January 2016 
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Charla A. Roth 
  
 

Audit Partner 
P: 315.472.9127 x142 
Email: croth@dmcpas.com 
 
Charla Roth, CPA is an audit partner with our Firm and has fifteen years of 
experience.  She builds relationships with her clients to ensure that  they 
maximize the profitability and value of their business.  She is responsible for 
handling all aspects of the audit, accounting and consulting services she 
provides, including oversight of planning, supervision of staff, seniors, and 
managers and coordination with the client.  Charla specializes in working 
with not-for-profit corporations, manufacturing, and architecture and 

engineering firms, and has extensive experience performing FAR audits. 
 
Charla graduated from Oswego State with both B.S. and M.S. degrees in Accounting and is a 
Certified Public Accountant in New York State.  She has progressed in our Firm over the years 
and, as an Audit Partner, participates in the Mentoring Program and Evaluation Committee, as 
well as a Certified Professional Education Coordinator, where she assists her younger colleagues 
in their professional development and progression within our Firm.  Charla is also the Firm’s 
United Way Campaign Coordinator.  

Academic and Professional Credentials 

 Certified Public Accountant in New York State (CPA) 
 B.S., Accounting, State University of New York at Oswego, 2002 
 M.S., Accounting, State University of New York at Oswego, 2003 

Positions and Experience 

 Partner, Dannible & McKee, LLP 

Professional Affiliations 

 American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) 
 New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants (NYSSCPA) 
 Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance (AFWA), Past-President and Treasurer 

Community Organizations 

 Rescue Mission Alliance of Syracuse, New York, Member, Board of Directors and Chair  
of Audit Committee 

 Leadership Greater Syracuse, Graduate, Class of 2017 
 Crouse Hospital Auxiliary, Member, Board of Directors and Treasurer 
 United Way of Central New York, Member, Fiscal and Management Review Committee 
 County North Children’s Center, Past member of the Board of Directors and Treasurer 
 New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants, Past member of the Career 

Opportunities in Accounting Profession Committee 
 Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance (AFWA), Central New York Chapter, Past 

President, Treasurer
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Publications and Seminars 

 “Implementing the New Standards for NPO Financial Reporting and Revenue Recognition,” 
Dannible & McKee, LLP’s Annual Nonprofit Conference, January 2018 

 “Improvements to Not-for-Profit Financial Reporting,” Dannible & McKee, LLP’s Annual 
Nonprofit Conference, January 2017 

 “How to Read IRS Form 990 & Understand its Importance,” Dannible & McKee, LLP’s 
Annual Nonprofit Conference, January 2016  

 “Grant Reporting - What’s Missing from your Financial Toolbox?,” Dannible & McKee, 
LLP’s Annual Nonprofit Conference, January 2015 

 “Financial Ratio Analysis and Managing Your Firm for Profitability,” A&E Business 
Magazine, May 2015 

 Dannible/McKee and Associates, Ltd. Summer Webinar Series, August 2015 
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Shannon T. Forkin 
  
 

Tax Partner 
P: 315.472.9127 x151 
Email: sforkin@dmcpas.com 
 
Shannon T. Forkin, CPA, CGMA, is a tax partner with fourteen years of 
experience in all areas of income taxation to a variety of clients, including 
multi-state taxation and strategic planning.  Shannon specializes in working 
with nonprofit organizations, healthcare and professional service clients. 
 
Shannon received her bachelor’s degree from the State University of New 
York at Oswego.  She is a New York State Certified Public Accountant.   

Academic and Professional Credentials 

 Certified Public Accountant in New York State (CPA) 
 Chartered Global Management Accountant (CGMA) 
 Certified QuickBooks™ ProAdvisor 
 B.S., Accounting, State University of New York at Oswego, 2004 

Positions and Experience 

 Partner, Dannible & McKee, LLP 

Professional Affiliations 

 American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) 
 New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants (NYSSCPA) 

Community Organizations 

 Maternity and Early Childhood Foundation, Inc., Board Member 
 Junior League of Schenectady and Saratoga Counties (JLSS), Member 
 Skaneateles Ski Club Inc., Past Treasurer 
 Executive Women’s Golf Association (EWGA), Member 

Publications and Seminars 

 “Understanding the Impact of the Key Provisions of the New Tax Reform Law,” Dannible 
& McKee, LLP’s Capital Region Tax Reform Seminar, March 2018 

 “Compliance & Completeness With the IRS: 990 Reporting”, Dannible & McKee, LLP’s 
Annual Nonprofit Conference, January 2018 
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 Name   Contact  
 
Central New York Library Resources Council Mr. Marc Wildman 
5710 Commons Park  Executive Director 
East Syracuse, NY 13057 
Telephone: (315) 446-5446 
 

Capital District Library Council  Ms. Kathleen Gundrum 
28 Essex Street  Executive Director 
Albany, NY 12206 
Telephone: (518) 438-2500 
 

LiteracyCNY  Ms. Marsha L. Tait 
100 New Street  Executive Director 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
Telephone: (315) 471-1300 
 

Syracuse Northeast Community Center, Inc. Mr. Michael Collins 
716 Hawley Avenue  Executive Director 
Syracuse, NY 13203 
Telephone: (315) 472-6343 
 

YWCA of Syracuse & Onondaga   Ms. Fanny Villarreal 
  County, Inc.    Executive Director 
401 Douglas Street 
Syracuse, NY 13203 
Telephone: (315) 424-0040 
 

Kinney Drugs Foundation, Inc.  Stephen P. McCoy, CPA 
29 East Main Street  Secretary/Treasurer of Board 
Gouverneur, NY 13642 
Telephone: (315) 287-3600 
 

North American Society for Trenchless Mr. Michael J. Willmets 
  Technology Executive Director 
6128 Arbourwood Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1C7K8 
Telephone: (613) 424-3036 
 

The Erie Canal Museum Ms. Natalie Stenson 
318 Erie Boulevard East Executive Director 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
Telephone: (315) 471-0593 
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